98                     LI HUNG-CHANG

Chihli Viceroy I was able to build up not unsuc-
cessfully,"1

Li Hung-chang*s unswerving loyalty to the Throne
constitutes one of the most remarkable character-
istics of the man ;  it influenced his career in many
directions.   It was a loyalty based on Confucianist
principles, and as such was occasionally superior to,
and independent of, his personal devotion to the
Empress Dowager.    He was strictly orthodox,  for
example, and opposed to the personal and uncon-
stitutional policy of Tzii Hsi, when, after the coup
$etal at the end of 1898, she planned the deposi-
tion of His Majesty Kuang Hsii and the elevation
of Prince Tuan's son to the throne.    At this crisis
Li boldly took the  lead,  and secured the support
of the Nanking Viceroy in protesting on grounds
of State policy against the course of  action  pro-
posed.    He  was  always   a   staunch   Conservative
where the Throne was concerned and a stickler for
the observance of precedents and established tradition.

Once onlv he violated tradition and his own con-

j

science in a sudden crisis: his closest relations with
the Empress Dowager date from that day when,
bringing his Anhui troops at her bidding to Peking,
he assisted her to break the regular line of succession
after the death of her son Tungchih (1875). On that
occasion, supporting her policy in placing the infant
Kuang Hsii on the throne, he earned her life-long
gratitude, but his action was a violation of the laws
of legitimate succession and as such was condemned
by the orthodox.2 But, however irregular, his action
did not amount to the sin of rebellion against the

* Vide " China acder the Empress Dowager," p. 387.
2 Idem, Chapter DC